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involved in the case. Notice of this as-
signment shall be sent to the parties, 
and to the Presiding Officer. 

(iv) Within 30 days of assignment of 
the Petition Officer, the complainant 
shall present to the Petition Officer a 
copy of the complaint and a written re-
sponse to the petition. A copy of the 
response shall be provided to the par-
ties and to the commenter, but not to 
the Regional Hearing Clerk or Pre-
siding Officer. 

(v) The Petition Officer shall review 
the petition, and complainant’s re-
sponse, and shall file with the Regional 
Hearing Clerk, with copies to the par-
ties, the commenter, and the Presiding 
Officer, written findings as to: 

(A) The extent to which the petition 
states an issue relevant and material 
to the issuance of the proposed final 
order; 

(B) Whether complainant adequately 
considered and responded to the peti-
tion; and 

(C) Whether a resolution of the pro-
ceeding by the parties is appropriate 
without a hearing. 

(vi) Upon a finding by the Petition 
Officer that a hearing is appropriate, 
the Presiding Officer shall order that 
the consent agreement and proposed 
final order be set aside and shall estab-
lish a schedule for a hearing. 

(vii) Upon a finding by the Petition 
Officer that a resolution of the pro-
ceeding without a hearing is appro-
priate, the Petition Officer shall issue 
an order denying the petition and stat-
ing reasons for the denial. The Petition 
Officer shall: 

(A) File the order with the Regional 
Hearing Clerk; 

(B) Serve copies of the order on the 
parties and the commenter; and 

(C) Provide public notice of the 
order. 

(viii) Upon a finding by the Petition 
Officer that a resolution of the pro-
ceeding without a hearing is appro-
priate, the Regional Administrator 
may issue the proposed final order, 
which shall become final 30 days after 
both the order denying the petition and 
a properly signed consent agreement 
are filed with the Regional Hearing 
Clerk, unless further petition for re-
view is filed by a notice of appeal in 
the appropriate United States District 

Court, with coincident notice by cer-
tified mail to the Administrator and 
the Attorney General. Written notice 
of appeal also shall be filed with the 
Regional Hearing Clerk, and sent to 
the Presiding Officer and the parties. 

(ix) If judicial review of the final 
order is denied, the final order shall be-
come effective 30 days after such denial 
has been filed with the Regional Hear-
ing Clerk. 

§§ 22.46–22.49 [Reserved] 

Subpart I—Administrative Pro-
ceedings Not Governed by 
Section 554 of the Administra-
tive Procedure Act 

§ 22.50 Scope of this subpart. 

(a) Scope. This subpart applies to all 
adjudicatory proceedings for: 

(1) The assessment of a penalty under 
sections 309(g)(2)(A) and 311(b)(6)(B)(i) 
of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 
1319(g)(2)(A) and 1321(b)(6)(B)(i)). 

(2) The assessment of a penalty under 
sections 1414(g)(3)(B) and 1423(c) of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300g–3(g)(3)(B) and 300h–2(c)), except 
where a respondent in a proceeding 
under section 1414(g)(3)(B) requests in 
its answer a hearing on the record in 
accordance with section 554 of the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. 
554. 

(b) Relationship to other provisions. 
Sections 22.1 through 22.45 apply to 
proceedings under this subpart, except 
for the following provisions which do 
not apply: §§ 22.11, 22.16(c), 22.21(a), and 
22.29. Where inconsistencies exist be-
tween this subpart and subparts A 
through G of this part, this subpart 
shall apply. Where inconsistencies 
exist between this subpart and subpart 
H of this part, subpart H shall apply. 

§ 22.51 Presiding Officer. 

The Presiding Officer shall be a Re-
gional Judicial Officer. The Presiding 
Officer shall conduct the hearing, and 
rule on all motions until an initial de-
cision has become final or has been ap-
pealed. 
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